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DEIDL-\l'ITIS IN MAN AND IN A DOG CAUSE]) BY 'l'HE 
~IITg ClIEYLETIELLA YASOURI S~IILl~Y . 

\ E. J. :M. BAKKEl1S A~D A. FAIX· , 
Summary.-The authors have observed an itching dermatitis of 9 months 
duration in the 3 members of a family in the Ncthcrlands. The source of the 
Itch appeared to be a mangy do~ tlmt livcd in contact with the family and was 
heavily infested by the mite CllCylctidlCl )'C1Sgllri Smiley. Ail the symptorns 
disappe~lred quickly in both the family and the dog aCter trcatment with an 
acaricide. 

THE diagnosis of animal scaùies in man is rarely made. Howeyer, infestations 
with I\nim,\1 ectoparasites 5eem to he of greatel' impurtant!e than previously was 
bclic\'"ed (Fain. 1968, I!)(j!); Howitt el ni., 1971). 

The morphologieal diugnosis is less eusy than in IWllllln scahics, in which therc is 
sueh a typÏC',ll c1inicul pieturo, fOl' animal scabies muy evoke a wide c1iyel'sity of 
cutaneous responses in man. 

\Vhen sen'ralmemhcrs of a family cOlllplain of an itching cmption un<1 thora is 
al50 Il 5cratehing pet animal, examinution of this animal will probahly pl'Ovide the 
key to the solution of the pl'OLlem. 

CASE I~EPOgT 

A falllily ron.sisting of father aged 53, mother !lge<\ 31, and danghter aged 8, living in 
Rotterdam. l'ame to the out-patients' departlllent of Dermatology, ail complaining of 
severe it<:hing on the trnnk for 9 months. 

The daughtcr was the first to complain, hut soon hoth father anù mother also lle\'elopeù 
severeIy pruritil' l'ruptions, which began at approximately the same time. TI1l' family 
ownl'(l .1 do:; (a boxer) which had sutTered from " dandmtT" for 5 months and had hl'Cn 
Bl'ratl'hing for 9 monthll. The patients were treated by the family doetor with creams 
and a diet. .\ dermatologist whu wall cunsulted prcscrihed ointlllents and tahlets, but 
the symptoms pcrsisted. During a huliday (withont the dog) in the Canary blands they 
were totally free of SYIll ptoms; on thcir rotum hollle, the itchillg and skin lesions l'e
appearcd. The dcrmatologist disl'u\'cl'ed parts uf mites in nHlterial from a Icsion and 
treatcd the family with an al'aricide, but after 3 or 4 WCclŒ new lesions appeared. On 
examinativn at our l'linil' the findingll \Vere: 

Motht'r: anterior region oftho trunk, papules surroundcd by slight crythema; buttocks, 
papules, exroriationll and hyp('rpigmentcd macules. 

Daughtl'r: abdomen, some cxcoriated pa pules ; lmttocks, papules allli excoriations; 
dorsum of the left hand, 2 papules. 

Futher: anterior region of tho trunk, and huttoeks, papull's and cxcoriations. 

AcCt'plN f"f publication April 18lh. 19i2. 
• PrOf''>'Sùf of PUfl\..~itology in tho III~litlllo of Tropic..l )ktlicillc. Antwerp, 611tl ill tho C"tholic 

Univef>lit), of Louvain, Belgium. 
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Burw",/\, llli in Illunan s(,lIhil'''. wen' not fOllllll. '''e ellu1l1 not dl'/IIoIIstmtp mitl'li ill 
scrapingli frolll the lesion/\, SkiIl :lerllpillg/\ fro/ll thl' do~ eon/\i/\ted of cl'l1~is, hai/' allli 
man)' Ih-Ïllg llIitl'~ (jnst, \'isihlP with thl' IIakl'u l'yI'), Clldl'r tIrl' di.'/\I,cting-llIil'rosl'0pl' 
we :law /IIitl''; (Fig. 1), dilf.'n'IIt fl'O/II Stlr"(Jl'h,~ ,~CIIlJifi (Fig. 1), 

The dog \\'11'; ll'l'allo.1 hy Il \'l'll'rinary surg,'oll with ga/llllla h. '111.1'1 Il' Ill'Xal'hloridl' lotion 
Bnd, IIftl'/' .. days, wa,; frl"~ of symptom,;. The family \\lIS In'lItl'rI with henzyl Lenzollte 
cnlUbion UlIII, artl'I'I week, thl'Y \\'('r(' frl'l' of itehing and skin lesilln~. Thl' illti'l'iol' of the 
hOllSl' \\'lIS spraY"ll wit h lUi in';I'l,til'idl'. 
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Fm, l.-Chcyletidll/ Yl/sYllri Smiley. Fel\ll\l.-s (0110 gl'l\\'id) in vl'ulml vi.-w. 

\\'c ohilcr\'l'd tltat thl'''e mites cOlllrl slIl'\'in~ for aIrllo,;L::! day~ il\\'a)" fl'om the host; thl' 
last living mitl' \\'as Sl'l'n aftl'r 4~ hours. The mitl's folllld 011 thl' dog \\'ere identifil'l( lIy 
one of ilS (.:\.10'.) a,; Chryldidla Yf/8!}/lri Smiley. 

DISCUSSlON 
The mile CItf'!J/tfif.'lllt !Jwi!Jllri (Smiley, H)(j;i) \Vas dcsel'iherl in the U.S.A. The 

type spI'cillll'lIS WCl'C collcded frolll Schnuutzl'l' pu ps in ~ralllarollerk, Nc\\" York, in 
l!)ti:l. The lIlites h,1l1 pmc1l1l'erl a slIpcrfi<:ial semf at tire haSl' uf tIlt' tai!. Otlrer 
specimens wcrc aIs!) fOlln(1 on an adult IIIi1ngy do}.!; at ('ol'lll'll Uni\'el'/\ity, Ithaea, 
Ncw York, in 1!Hi:!. The spccies has bccn numer! a ftet' Dr 1. ta,;glll', who found the 
mitr,s. 

Kllscher (1!.l40) alHl Kulzl'!' (I !W:l) ha\'c rl'cot'lll'd Illange in rIogs IH'olluCl'rI by u 
rclatetl speeil'';, CIII!Jlr-tidllt /)IIl'/liiificuntJ: (i\kgllil1, ISiS), 

C'he!Jll'lù·lllt jJ'l(asifi"')f(/J: is a cornillon and CU';ll1oJllililan parasite of the fur uf 
rahùits. Jt has Lccn fOlllHl ol'l'aSiollally 011 cal:;, in wlrich anilllal it may be ilssoci
atell with mangl'. i-)eveml cases of lu/man itching rlcl'Illatit is have bcen recurlIer! 
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in persons in contuct with s\(('h infested catli. In ail th('lie calicr; the itehing di:;

npP<'urcd whcn the animalli had I)(,l'n tl'l'atl'd with ll('al'i<'i<!('li (BakcI' cl Ill., l!J;j(j).
 

Reccntly Huck (l !Jil) has l'eeovl'I'ed C11I:yhtidllt !llIs!I/lI'i from 2 lIlangy dogr; in
 
Gcrmany. 'l'he owncrs of thelic dogli showed un itehing dl'I'matiti:; which wa.'!
 
attributcd to contact with the parasiti~ed animai:;, Hae!,; slll'lniscd that nll the
 
l'lISeS ofmangc in catli, <1ogs and lI\en recol'<kd liO far in the 1itl'ratll l'c and attl'iiJllted
 
to Cft. pafUsitil'OfUx, wel'e in faet cUlllicd by Clt. !JasrJ"I'i.
 

Our obsernltion in the ~etherlalld:; providcs u furth(·.· cxalllple of the patho

genil'it)" of Ch. y{lsljuri fol' dog:; amI IIlcn.
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