
Report on 

Individual and Institurional Capacity Building in Taxonomy and Collection Management
as provided by the

Belgian Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences – Rue Vautier 29 – 1000 BRUSSELS - Belgium

1. Coordinates trainee
Name: Thach Mai Hoang

Country:Vietnam

Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 2nd September, 2006 – 1st October, 2006

Number of training days: 30 

Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RAM, RBG,…): RBINS
Taxon for which training was received: Vertebrate collection of Natural Science Museum at RBINS

2. Taxon specific reporting

Describe the different methodologies for collecting your taxon.

Collecting specimens at the market

Collecting specimens by field techniques including: trapping; catching by net etc. 

Describe how to preserve the collected specimens for taxonomic purposes.

After processing, the freshwater fish specimens were preserved in 70% alcoho at Hanoi Zoological Museum, 19 Le Thanh Tong, Vietnam National University

Describe how to curate a collection.

The data of a collection should be stored and managed by professional software. All specimens of any collection have to be labeled and well preserved. In order to curate a collection, the responsibility should be assigned for a specific curator who understands well on that collection. This means that he or she has to grasp the history of specimens and whole collection. Finally, the preservation and management of a collection should be ensured by annual funding.  

Describe how your collection will be made accessible for other scientists by means of a relational database.

The collection is opened for any ichthyologist who would like to do more intensive research on Balitoridae family

Describe in detail the taxonomic characters at the different hierarchical levels (e.g. on order level, family, genus, species) and use this information to describe in detail one species.

This Questionnaire  must be submitted electronically (or by fax) within one month after the official closure of the training
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