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1. Coordinates trainee
Name: Tarombera Mwabvu
Country: Zimbabwe
Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 23 August 2007 to 08 September 2007
Number of training days: 17
Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RAM, RBG,…): RMCA
Taxon for which training was received: Diplopoda
2. Taxon specific reporting

Describe the different methodologies for collecting your taxon.

Generally, millipedes are collected by hand. Pitfall trapping, baiting, the Winkler method, nested sampling and soil monolith sampling are also used. 
Describe how to preserve the collected specimens for taxonomic purposes.

Millipedes are preserved in 70 % alcohol.
Describe how to curate a collection.

Each specimen should have a label on which an accession number, details of locality, date of collection and collector are written. The specimens of the same species, collected from the same locality at the same time are put in a bottle containing 70 % alcohol and stored at or below room temperature. Specimens have to be submerged in the alcohol. 
Describe how your collection will be made accessible for other scientists by means of a relational database.

All the millipedes that I have collected are held in Natal Museum, South Africa, Africa Museum, Belgium and Natural History Museum, Zimbabwe. This material is available to other scientists on request.
Describe in detail the taxonomic characters at the different hierarchical levels (e.g. on order level, family, genus, species) and use this information to describe in detail one species.

Gonopod morphology presents most of the characters that are used to classify taxa particularly at genus and species level. Other characters used at order level include the position of pads on legs and features of the head. 
This Questionnaire  must be submitted electronically (or by fax) within one month after the official closure of the training.
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