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1. Coordinates trainee
Name:  Tarombera Mwabvu
Country: Zimbabwe
Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 23 August 2007 to 08 September 2007
Number of training days: 17
Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RMCA, RBG,…): RMCA
Taxon for which training was received: Diplopoda
2. General Information

Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project.

Besides getting most of the information about the Belgian GTI Project from Dr D. VandenSpiegel, a Senior Invertebrate Scientist at Africa Museum, Tervuren, I have also accessed the GTI website for additional and specific information.
Describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management. 

I have little experience in taxonomy and collection management and do not have ready access to training or experts in the field. Additionally, there are few taxonomists who study diplopods in Africa, thus collections generally remain unstudied and poorly curated.  The training was therefore necessary to improve my capacity in taxonomy and collection management.
Describe concisely what training you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or curation. 

My training was in identification and description of species. This involved studying preserved specimens held in RMCA and comparing these to the unidentified species. Initially, several potential characters were identified, those that delineated taxa were identified and used in the descriptions.
Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties.

My duties include supervising student projects. The training will improve the quality of academic support that I will give to final level students. I will also be able to offer more taxonomic projects.
Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution.

I am going to use the gained capacity in my research on millipede taxonomy. Part of this work is the revision of three spirostreptid genera which is part of my part time PhD studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. This training will also enhance my capacity to publish my taxonomic research and supervise undergraduate students who choose to do taxonomic projects.
Did the received training come to terms with your taxonomic and / or curatorial needs?

The received training was very relevant to my needs because it focused on the taxa that I am studying. It also provided insights on the problems in these taxa.
Describe concisely if you or your institution need other training.

I will need taxonomic training on millipede groups that I have not worked on. The groups that I would like to get training on include the harpagophorids and spirobolids. 
Describe concisely what infrastructural (e.g. lab material, library,…) and human resources your institution already has.
My institution has the basic infrastructure, for example, library, laboratories, computers that I can use for my research. However there is only one taxonomist who studies the groups that I am working on.
Describe in detail what other infrastructural resources you or your institution need to become fully operational. 

We have sufficient infrastructure to be operational.  
Describe how you think the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can further construct capacity for you or your institution.

The most important aspect would be to facilitate further training in other invertebrate taxa.
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