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1. Coordinates trainee
Name: Ambalaparambil Vasu Sudhikumar
Country: India

Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 15-01-2006 and 05-02-2006
Number of training days: 15
Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RMCA, RBG,…): RBINS
Taxon for which training was received: Order Araneae-Spiders
2. General Information

Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project.

From internet

Describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management. 

No training expertise on spider taxonomy is currently available in India.

Describe concisely what training you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or curation. 

I received training on taxonomic identification of spiders with modern keys and also had exposure to proper maintenance techniques of museum specimens. This training will help me to update the taxonomic status of spider fauna in India.  

Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties.

The capacity gained during the training definitely will help me to establish a good museum of Indian spiders.  

Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution.

The knowledge gained during the training will be transferred to other fellow researchers in my institute. 

Did the received training come to terms with your taxonomic and / or curatorial needs?

Yes

Describe concisely if you or your institution need other training.

Yes. Arachnology in India is still in infancy. So our country needs more and more spider taxonomists. Division of Arachnology, Sacred Heart College is the leading institution in the field of spider taxonomy and diversity studies in the whole country. Hence it is imperative that our institution including me obtain the latest knowledge in this arena for amending and updating the taxonomic status of Indian spiders.

Describe concisely what infrastructural (e.g. lab material, library,…) and human resources your institution already has.
Our lab is equipped with 3 stereo-zoom microscopes with camera attachments. We also possess almost all literature on Indian spiders. During the training, I also had the opportunity to take Xerox copies of some old classical books on spiders. 

Describe in detail what other infrastructural resources you or your institution need to become fully operational. 

1. Access to online journals for collecting relevant literatures.  

2. Taxonomy softwares.

3. Statistical packages especially for ecological analyses.

 Describe how you think the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can further construct capacity for you or your institution.

I hope the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can offer more training opportunities to our lab members for the betterment of Indian Arachnology.  It would also be highly appreciated if the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can provide some regional training programmes in India on spiders by international experts. 

This QUESTIONNAIRE MUST be submitted electronically (or by fax) within one month after the official closure of the training.
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