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report
Taxonomic training & access to collections in Belgium

(projects executed between 1 April 2009 and 31 March 2010)
NOTICE

The present questionnaire must arrive with the Belgian National Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative within one month of the official closure of the capacity building visits. Electronic submission on the general e-mail address of the Belgian GTI NFP (cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be) is strongly encouraged. If electronic submission should however be impossible, paper copies may be sent by fax or ordinary mail. The Belgian GTI NFP will acknowledge receipt of all project reports.

If grantees have relevant pictures to illustrate their capacity building visit, these may be annexed to the report. The Belgian National Focal Point might use some of these pictures in one of its reporting activities, but only after the copyright holder has given his permission.

Contact and further information

Dr Yves Samyn

Belgian National Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

Vautierstraat 29

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium

Tel.: +32 2 627 41 24

Fax: +32 2 627 41 41

Email: cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be

	PART I – CANDIDATE INFORMATION

	Family name:
	Ruiz Abierno

	First name(s): 
	Alexei

	Nationality:
	Cuban

	Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium
	2 to 30 of November 2009

	Number of training days:
	28

	Type of visit
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mainly training in taxonomy and collection management
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mainly access to collections

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, specify


	Location of training:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National Botanic Garden of Belgium, Meise

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, specify Gent University


	PART II - GENERAL INFORMATION

	Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project
	The Belgian GTI made and supported several activities in Cuba, such as 2 workshops about taxonomy.

	Describe concisely how you have learned about this specific call for proposals
	My colleague (tutor) received the call for proposal by email directly from GTI Belgian Focal Point and then he sent it to me.

	If this was your first study visit financed via the Belgian GTI National Focal Point, describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management
	We are working with free living marine nematodes and in Cuba we do not have experienced taxonomists on this group. Belgian experts (e.g. Wilfrida Decraemer, Sofie Derycke, Nic Smol) transferred skills and knowledge about different subjects: molecular analysis, sample processing, and writing of research taxonomic papers.

	If this was not your first study visit financed via the Belgian GTI National Focal Point, describe concisely why you needed further support 
	

	Describe concisely what support (e.g. training, access to collections,…) you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or collection management
	I learned about management of collections, writing of taxonomic papers, preservation and processing of samples (e.g. montage of nematodes, preparation of reagents, scientific drawings). Also I received scientific literature on taxonomy and diversity. 

	Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties
	This knowledge is directly related to my taxonomic work and management of collections in Cuba. As I have to identify nematodes to lowest possible taxonomic level and also to be capable to preserve this species.

	Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution
	Transference of gained knowledge will be performed trough exchange with colleagues and BSc and MSc students.

	Describe concisely what other support you eventually would need 
	I would like to get a second training in order to do barcoding of nematodes (with direct advisor of Sofie Derycke, UGent) and also to write a research article on several new species that I am describing currently in co-authorship with W. Decraemer. 

	Describe concisely what infrastructural and human resources you and your institution eventually still need to become fully functional
	We have the minimal infrastructure to do taxonomy of nematodes. But we are suffering a shortage about our capacities for processing samples due to lacking of a good stereomicroscope.

	Describe concisely how you think the Belgian GTI National Focal Point could further construct capacity for you and your institution
	To still launching calls for taxonomic projects in order to other colleagues can benefit of specific trainings on other taxa. Regarding to nematodes, our team will be benefit of the launching of an internal call for taxonomic project to buy infrastructure and material (e.g. stereomicroscope, reagents, and laboratory supplies).
 


	PART III – TAXON SPECIFIC INFORMATION

	What is your taxon of interest
	Nematodes

	Describe concisely the different methodologies for collecting your taxon.
	We used SCUBA diving and plastic hand-held cores to collect sediment from the marine bottom; also sometime we use a grab based on a research vessel.

	Describe concisely how to best preserve collected specimens of your taxon for taxonomic purposes
	We used 70 % alcohol for preservation, because is more chipped for us. Now we are beginning to use DESS solution for specimens that we will use for molecular analysis.

	Describe concisely the best practice in the management of a collection of your taxon
	We have two collections of nematodes in Cuba. A reference collection containing all of the nematode species (and types) which we are identified in Cuban waters; this collection is located at Centro Nacional de Colecciones Marinas. The second collection is a work collection that we are using daily in order to routine identification of species and to teach to students working in our laboratory. 

	Describe concisely how you intend to make your taxonomic data available to other colleagues
	We are steadily transferring our taxonomic material already identify and preserved (i.e. permanent slides) and the associated metadata (location, ecological remarks) to the Centro Nacional de Colecciones Marinas de Cuba.


	Have you been briefed on the aims, scope and contents of the journal AbcTaxa?
	Yes, we are planning to write an Abc manual regard to nematodes from Cuba

	Do you think you have enough capacity to make a contribution to Abc Taxa?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, I still lack capacity
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, if I get adequate guidance and support from my tutors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, I feel able to do this autonomously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, specify


	If you feel capable to contribute meaningfully to Abc Taxa, are you willing to do so
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, I have no time to develop such a capacity building manual
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, I will send a proposal along the lines stipulated on the website of 
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