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1. Coordinates trainee
Name:  Mac Elikem Nutsuakor

Country: Ghana

Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 23rd September - 21st October

Number of training days: 28 days

Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RMCA, RBG,): RBINS

Taxon for which training was received: Molluscan Gastropods (Land Snails)

2. General Information

Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project.

Through a colleague who was on the previous call.

Describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management. 

There is no taxonomic expert in my institution

Describe concisely what training you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or curation. 

Theoretically, the various concept of general taxonomy were taught including species and classification concepts, cladistical analysis and evolutionary thinking not forgetting zoological nomenclature. On taxon specifics, a few snails were dissected to use the genitalia to identify species and to distinguish one species from the other however not much has been done on curation.

Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties.

Being a technician, the gained capacity would go a long way to enable me assist scientists and researchers as well as students in the field of malacology, specimen identification, collection and management towards sustainable biodiversity conservation. Moreover it forms the basis of my interest in the taxonomical studies. 

Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution.

Since my institution is an academic one, knowledge would be disseminated through tutorials, seminars as well as field practices. Efforts would also be made to include taxonomic studies into the academic curricula. 

Did the received training come to terms with your taxonomic and / or curatorial needs?

Yes, but there is the need for further training since this forms the basis of my taxonomic and curatorial needs 

Describe concisely if you or your institution need other training.

There is an urgent need for taxonomic training in other taxa groups and further training for me since I am a beginner in the field of taxonomy. 

Describe concisely what infrastructural (e.g. lab material, library) and human resources your institution already has.
My institution has laboratories which are not functional because of lack of human resources (taxonomist) and equipments except for me and Mr Kwaku Aduse-Poku who is working on Lepidoptera, and also a participant of previous GTI workshop.

Describe in detail what other infrastructural resources you or your institution need to become fully operational. 

There is an urgent need for the acquisition of equipments, further training of personnel and funds for expeditions and specimen collections. 

Describe how you think the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can further construct capacity for you or your institution.

This could be done through collaboration and organisation of future training courses in other aspects of taxonomy and curation. In addition, the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can act as a liaison between me and other institutions in the field of taxonomy to build capacity and if possible provide sponsorship for further at the Masters level. 

This Questionnaire  must be submitted electronically (or by fax) within one month after the official closure of the training.
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