
Report on 

Individual and Institutional Capacity Building in Taxonomy and Collection Management
as provided by the

Belgian Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences – Rue Vautier 29 – 1000 BRUSSELS - Belgium

1. Coordinates trainee
Name:  Christine Fishaa Ngereza

Country: Tanzania

Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 21/11/2004 and 4/12/2004
Number of training days: 14 days
Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RAM, RBG,…): Royal Belgium Institute of Natural Sciences
Taxon for which training was received: Urocyclid slugs
2. Taxon specific reporting

Describe the different methodologies for collecting your taxon.

 Direct collection

Describe how to preserve the collected specimens for taxonomic purposes.

 For taxonomic purposes the specimens can be preserved in 70-75% ethyl alcohol neutralised with borax.

Describe how to curate a collection.

Curation of urocyclid snails

· Samples should be processed within five to six hours.

· The specimens then drown in the  water for 12 to 14 hours (one night) with regards to the size to relax. Few crystals of menthol are added to the water to make  smooth relaxation.

· Then the specimens are transferred to 75% alcohol neutralised with Borax.

· Proper labelling follows with;

· Site number

· Date

· Collector

· Location

· Habitat

· Number of individual in a jar

· Accession number

Describe how your collection will be made accessible for other scientists by means of a relational database.

Collection databases  will be made accessible  through the World Wide  Web.

Describe in detail the taxonomic characters at the different hierarchical levels (e.g. on order level, family, genus, species) and use this information to describe in detail one species.

 Pembatoxon insulare sp.n

Family: Urocyclidae

Genus: Pembatoxon
Species: Insulare sp.n

i. Distinguishing features of the family Urocyclidae

· Visceral mass is containes in the cavity of the foot;

· Shell is rudimentary or nearly buried in the mantle;

· Caudal gland, epiphallus and flagellum present

ii. Distinguishing features of the genus  Pembatoxon

· The spermatophore has a very short filiform section; a blunt, rounded apex and numerous 

         forwardly directed spines over almost the whole length of the fusiform part;

· The penis has a short penial sheath and a very small penial papilla;

· The atrium is having retractor muscles inserting at the left side of the foot-sole and at the ventral

          side of the left body wall;

· The absence of a vagina;

· The radula has relatively smaller number of laterals in comparison with the number of 

         marginals.

iii. Distinguishing features of the species insulare sp.n

· The spermatophore: helicoids, with 6 windings. Apex blunt, rounded. Only apical part of the

       spermatophore smooth. Outer side of the whorl with 4-5 irregular rows of forwardly directed 

        scaly spines, each spine about 0.1 mm long.

· The penis with a very small simple penial papilla

· Vagina absent

· Radula with most of the marginals bicuspid

· The right upper tentacular  rectrator passing over the proximal end of the penis.

This Questionnaire  must be submitted electronically (or by fax) within one month after the official closure of the training.
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