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1. Coordinates trainee

Name: Cecilia López Cánovas
Country: Cuba
Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 31/10/05-27/11/05 
Number of training days: 20 days
Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RMCA, RBG,…): University of Ghent, Faculty of Sciences.
Taxon for which training was received: Free-living aquatic nematodes.
2. General Information

Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project.

I received from our National Centre of Biodiversity the information about the Belgian GTI Project.
Describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management. 

I need capacity building in taxonomy and collection management because in Cuba we don’t have expert in free-living aquatic nematodes, furthermore I have been mounted a lot of free-living aquatic nematodes from different environments for our reference collection and is very important to know how to manage the collection. 
Describe concisely what training you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or curation. 

I have received training in General techniques, Developmental biology in nematodes, General Systematics and molecular phylogenetics, Identification at high taxonomic level in Nematoda, How to identify Chromadoria and Enoplia and the Use of electronic key NeMys for species identification. All these courses are related to taxonomy and management and conservation of nematodes collections.
Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties.

During this training, I could verify with the advising of Belgium expert in nematology some doubtful specimens, checked the conservation state of my work collection and learned how to preserve it, besides the conference about General Systematics and molecular phylogenetics renewed my knowledge in this field. The conferences and laboratory practical on Identification at high taxonomic level in Nematoda, how to identify Chromadoria and Enoplia and the use of electronic key NeMys for species identification were essential for me.
Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution.

I will continue in my institution mounting and identifying nematodes up to genera from mangrove ecosystem, and I will begin to separate and to identify from freshwater environment also, but for species identification, I need one microscope with lucid camera for to draw the nematodes and for to describe new species is essential to consult and to use electronic key NeMys and in this moment we don’t have the necessary computer equipment for to use this important key.

Did the received training come to terms with your taxonomic and / or curatorial needs?

No completely, because I need to continue the training in order to describe new species not only for Cuba and for  the Biological Sciences too. 

Describe concisely if you or your institution need other training.
I need training for species identification from mangroves and freshwater nematodes and will be necessary also other courses within PINC.
Describe concisely what infrastructural (e.g. lab material, library,…) and human resources your institution already has.
My institution already has the laboratory and microscopes for another purpose, (for example entomology and mycology researches), but the infrastructural and human resources for studies on free-living aquatic nematology in my country are poorly development. The Division of Aquatic Ecosystems at the Institute scarcely begins to function and I have been using the microscopes from other divisions. Nevertheless, I have the necessary literature and the lab material in this moment for to develop this specialty.
Describe in detail what other infrastructural resources you or your institution need to become fully operational. 

I and my Institution need to become fully operational one microscope with lucid camera for to draw the specimens and personal computer for to install the electronic keys for the taxonomic identification.

Describe how you think the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can further construct capacity for you or your institution.

I think the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can further construct capacity for to develop aquatic nematology in my institution sponsoring other training courses within the PINC at the University of Ghent and giving support for to obtain from ONG or Conservation projects the needed microscope and computer. 
This Questionnaire  must be submitted electronically (or by fax) within one month after the official closure of the training.
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