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Belgian National Focal Point to the
Global Taxonomy Initiative




report
Taxonomic training & access to collections in Belgium

(projects executed between 1 April 2009 and 31 March 2010)
NOTICE

The present questionnaire must arrive with the Belgian National Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative within one month of the official closure of the capacity building visits. Electronic submission on the general e-mail address of the Belgian GTI NFP (cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be) is strongly encouraged. If electronic submission should however be impossible, paper copies may be sent by fax or ordinary mail. The Belgian GTI NFP will acknowledge receipt of all project reports.

If grantees have relevant pictures to illustrate their capacity building visit, these may be annexed to the report. The Belgian National Focal Point might use some of these pictures in one of its reporting activities, but only after the copyright holder has given his permission.

Contact and further information

Dr Yves Samyn

Belgian National Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

Vautierstraat 29

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium

Tel.: +32 2 627 41 24

Fax: +32 2 627 41 41

Email: cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be

	PART I – CANDIDATE INFORMATION

	Family name:
	IPULET

	First name(s): 
	PERPETUA

	Nationality:
	UGANDAN

	Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium
	11 NOVEMBER 2009

03 DECEMBER 2009

	Number of training days:
	3 WEEKS

	Type of visit
	X Mainly training in taxonomy and collection management
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mainly access to collections

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, specify


	Location of training:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National Botanic Garden of Belgium, Meise

X Other, specify: MYCOTHEQUE DE L’UNIVERSITE CATHOLIQUE DE LOUVAIN (MUCL)


	PART II - GENERAL INFORMATION

	Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project
	Initially through Dr Cony Decock (MUCL) who was an examiner for my PhD thesis approved in 2007, now also directly through the GTI secretariat.

	Describe concisely how you have learned about this specific call for proposals
	Both through Dr Decock and the GTI secretariat

	If this was your first study visit financed via the Belgian GTI National Focal Point, describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management
	Not applicable

	If this was not your first study visit financed via the Belgian GTI National Focal Point, describe concisely why you needed further support 
	Ten specimens of pore fungi from Uganda were brought for identification during the first visit in 2007.  Fresh material for DNA analysis was collected in 2008 when Dr Decock visited Uganda.  These have been analysed.  The support was required so as to draft papers for publication, including further training on illustrations. 

	Describe concisely what support (e.g. training, access to collections,…) you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or collection management
	I have had access to publications and collections, microscopes (phase contrast), and interacted with mycologists from Gabon, Cuba and DRCongo.  Also made plans with mycologists from University of Leige (Prof Serusiaux) and Oslo (Prof Ryvarden).  We plan to collect in Uganda and DRCongo in January 2010.

	Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties
	I can proceed with publishing my PHD work since most species are now correctly identified.  I can confidently assist in fungi identification, and manage the Uganda Fungi collection even better.  As a university lecturer, I am now up to date with my subject – Mycology, to the benefit of the students. 

	Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution
	Directly through teaching, fungi collection management and specimen identification. We can obtain the right reference material and equipment for use in the institution, an offer good advice as required e.g. by mushroom farmers, policy makers, other institutions.  We also plan to run short term mycology courses.

	Describe concisely what other support you eventually would need 
	More visit(s) to MUCL and perhaps Tervuren museum TO Identify newly collected fungi material from Uganda.  Fungi collections are to be frozen every six months to stop infestation by insects.  I have no deep freezer for this and very urgently require one to -200C.  

	Describe concisely what infrastructural and human resources you and your institution eventually still need to become fully functional
	We need a well equipped mycology lab and a bigger fungi herbarium. I am the only mycologist with a PhD in the department of Botany, Makerere Univ., there is just one other lecturer. We require at least two PhD’s and two assistant lecturers.

	Describe concisely how you think the Belgian GTI National Focal Point could further construct capacity for you and your institution
	1. It could fund further exposure, like visits to other mycology institutions.
2. If possible purchase basic equipment and lab reagents for a mycology lab and herbarium, perhaps some of the equipment.  Kindly note that all the labs in my Department (Dept. of Botany, Makerere University) are ill equipped with obsolete equipment.  Any available equipment, even Petri dishes, are shared for all courses and amongst all students from first to final year.  Running of practicals is therefore a nightmare.

3. Funding local collecting in Uganda and other African countries would also be very useful.  Kindly note that to date, no tropical African country has a representative fungi reference collection!  Moreover commercial cultivation of edible mushrooms and exploitation of medicinal mushrooms is now a fast growing industry worldwide.


	PART III – TAXON SPECIFIC INFORMATION

	What is your taxon of interest
	Pore fungi

	Describe concisely the different methodologies for collecting your taxon.
	1. General or opportunistic collecting of all taxa.

2. Systematic collecting to obtain quantitative data on all species.

3. Taxon-based collecting e.g. a genus like Phellinus, Ganoderma etc 
4. Habitat-based collecting e.g. wood inhabiting species, forest species, species growing on wooden posts, etc

5. Use-based collecting e.g. medicinal species, edible species. 

	Describe concisely how to best preserve collected specimens of your taxon for taxonomic purposes
	Collect specimens using fairly open baskets in envelops or newspapers, do not mix collections for example two different species in one envelop.  Start drying on the day of collecting.  Dry collected specimens at about 400C, so that it can be used for other taxonomic techniques like DNA analysis.  When dry, place in air tight polythene bags (sealable).  Freeze the collection at -200C for 48 hours, put in the open to dry before storing.   Freezing kills any insects or eggs deep inside the specimens.  These can be stored in boxes in a herbarium.

	Describe concisely the best practice in the management of a collection of your taxon
	 A myco-collection room should be always closed to keep out insects, pests like rats and dust.  Keep the room dry.  Do not allow food and drinks in the room as these will attract pests.  If there is no special room for the collection, store in large airtight polythene bags.  Freeze the collection at -200C for 48 hours every six months, or when infestation is noted. Type specimens are kept separately.  Only dry fungi material should be allowed in the storage room.

	Describe concisely how you intend to make your taxonomic data available to other colleagues
	The fungi collection is open to visitors; abstracts of published work will be pinned on the Departmental notice board; publications will be put in the Departmental library and in libraries of relevant institutions; share it through the internet.


	Have you been briefed on the aims, scope and contents of the journal AbcTaxa?
	No

	Do you think you have enough capacity to make a contribution to Abc Taxa?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, I still lack capacity
x Yes, if I get adequate guidance and support from my tutors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, I feel able to do this autonomously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, specify


	If you feel capable to contribute meaningfully to Abc Taxa, are you willing to do so
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, I have no time to develop such a capacity building manual
x Yes, I will send a proposal along the lines stipulated on the website of 
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