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1. Coordinates trainee
Name: Rigel Fernández Valle
Country: CUBA
Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium: 5th September-5th October
Number of training days: 30
Location of training (e.g. RBINS, RMCA, RBG,…): Belgium (Lovaine la neuve-MUCL).
Taxon for which training was received: Kingdom, Fungi. Division, Glomeromycota Walker & Schüßler, 2002 sensu lato
2. General Information

Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project.

Mainly through out lectures that we just have received. Otherwise I had already learned something by clicking the BioNET INTERNATIONAL web page.

Describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management. 

In our collection we have one taxonomist and one parataxonomist (me), in spite of this; I have adventured in description of three new species from the Genus Glomus sensu lato (yet unpublished), but still I have a lack of knowledge mainly due to the inaccessibility to updated literature, and I also would like to gain experience with the molecular biology methods, because of commonly the anonymous referees request such approach in order to publicize our papers. Concerning to our collection management, I would like to gain new experiences to update and improve my skills in curatorial duties. 

Describe concisely what training you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or curation. 

Theoretical Training Course in Contemporary Taxonomy, 05/ IX – 05 / X / 2007, Brussels.

 The training course was very explicit in order to create and fertilize the human capacities, giving us, all the theoretical tools such as concepts, methodologies and codes to achieve a modern and standardized curatorial management. 

Also I receive training in Molecular Systematic at the Mycothéque de l’université catholique de Louvain (MUCL), which allow me to improve my skills with such procedure.  
Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties.

 The core capacities gained for me were relating to the principles, concepts and handling the biological material in lab (i.e. working with the PCR machine, prepare the gel, introduce data on the software, and decontaminate the target material). I also receive some brochures and books which can help me to find clues to access for funding in order to create our infrastructural capacities.

Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution.

A deep revision of our materials will occur, to adapt the data base with more dataset. We’ll have an accurate writing because we have the elements to do it so. Hence we know now draw up the boundaries of our “strong points”. For instance, we can do the disinfection of the spores in our lab because we have enough capacities to do it. Later we might bring such samples to the MUCL to extract the DNA for secuenciation and do the phylogeny.  

Did the received training come to terms with your taxonomic and / or curatorial needs?

Yes, it did. 

Describe concisely if you or your institution need other training.

I think that should be great if we have a chance to repeat it because I had not enough time to work with all the material –potentials new species for science-, which we have here at our lab. I also realize that we can advance here in our lab with disinfection’s treatment, gaining time and diminishing costs. I’ll require more time to work with the software, to build the “trees” on phylogenetic analysis.
Describe concisely what infrastructural (e.g. lab material, library,…) and human resources your institution already has.
Concerning to human resources, we have one technician, one taxonomist, and one parataxonomist. We have been done a good compilation of literature relating to Glomeromycota sensu lato but it is far to be updated. Also, our institution has elementary lab material (e. g. microscopes, autoclave, spinner, lab furnishings, incubators, air laminar flow, etc.) and modest quantities of consumables (e. g. office material, reagents, glass slides, etc.). 

Describe in detail what other infrastructural resources you or your institution need to become fully operational. 

We have no access to the World Wide Web. We need to renovate part of our equipment. Increase and modernize our quantities of slide boxes and collection furniture, respectively. 

Describe how you think the Belgian Focal Point to the GTI can further construct capacity for you or your institution.

I would like that BFP-GTI get in contact with us to coordinate a practical course to do a correct use of software concerning to cladistic analysis. Otherwise, supporting us to apply for own and further funds. Updating us about literature and linking us with other expertise on the taxa which we study alike. Besides, would be great if BFP-GTI help us to purchase some softwares which we have not access. 
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