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ABS-CH: What does it stand for?

• ABS-CH = Access and Benefit Sharing Clearing-House

• Based on article 14 of the Nagoya Protocol

• Information sharing on: 
(a) Legislative, administrative and policy measures
(b) Information on the national focal point and 
competent national authority or authorities; and
(c) Permits or their equivalent issued at the time of 
access as evidence of the decision to grant prior 
informed consent and of the establishment of mutually 
agreed terms.



ABS-CH: What does it stand for?

Website : https://absch.cbd.int

Available information: 



Why use ABS-CH?

• To organize collection missions taking into 
account the Protocol

• When receiving material with request for 
taxonomic identification

• Foreign student researcher (for example 
Indian) who brings genetic resources along

• To add link to the international recognised
certificate of compliance to collection
database 

See FAQ for more information



How to use ABS-CH?

• Go to https://absch.cbd.int

https://absch.cbd.int/


How to use ABS-CH?

• Go to https://absch.cbd.int

https://absch.cbd.int/


How to use ABS-CH?



Remain self-critical
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Remain self-critical
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Remain self-critical

• Critical observations:

– Several specific objectives (seek one phrase)

– Too many details high up in the hierarchy (lower one level)

– No consistency with text and/or operational planning

– Poor indicators lacking targets

– Incomplete assumptions

– Not feasible in view of available means and timeframes

– Artificial projects (certain ‘musts’ are made to fit – hamer seeks nail)

• Apply checklist (see documantation folder)
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Thank you!
Lake Victoria, biodiversity hotspot for Cichlidae, basin of 35 

Million  people and 5 countries, Photo@L. Janssens de 

Bisthoven


